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Impacts:  Common reed
invades a site by quickly
taking over and crowding
out native plants. It can
also change the habitat
and may increase the risk
of fires. Dense stands
block sunlight from other
plants that grow
underneath. It also takes
over a space by turning
into a monoculture very
quickly.

Suspected Means of
Introduction:

Common reed may have
been carried in from
remains left on European
boats. Currently, it is
contained mainly within
18 of the eastern states.

BioBullies

Common
Reed

Phragmites australls

Description:  Common reed is a tall perennial grass that can grow to
over 15 feet in height. Common reed forms dense stands of both live
and dead stems. The flattened leaves are 8 to 24 inches long and 1 to
1 1/2 inches wide. The blades are conspicuously nerved above and
hairless or sparsely hairless beneath. Flowers of common reed are
usually purple or golden in color and appear in late July through
August. When the plant seeds and becomes mature, the flower looks
Afluffyo at the top.



