
 BioBullies  

Impacts:  
Garlic mustard out     
competes native         
wildflowers and deprives 
wildlife dependent on   
native early spring     
wildflowers of an          
essential food source.  
Phytotoxic  chemicals 
may interfere with growth 
of native species,         
potentially through       
inhibition of mycorrhizal 
activity.  

Description:  Garlic mustard is a biennial herbaceous plant with           
triangular to heart-shaped, coarsely toothed leaves that give off an odor 
of garlic when crushed.  First-year plants appear as a rosette of green 
leaves close to the ground. Rosettes remain green through the winter 
and develop into mature flowering plants the following spring.         
Flowering from May to late June, plants reach from 2 to 3½ feet in 
height and produce clusters of small white flowers, each with four cross
-shaped petals.  
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Suspected Means of         
Introduction:   Garlic 
mustard was               
intentionally introduced 
into the northeastern 
United States in the 
1800ôs for food, erosion 
control, and medicine.  
The medicinal purposes 
of garlic mustard include 
treatment for gangrene 
and ulcers.  


