Impacts: Giant
hogweed is a public
health hazard.

It contains a substance
within the sap that makes
the skin sensitive to
ultraviolet light. This can
result in severe burns to
affected areas including
swelling and severe,
painful blistering. Giant
hogweed negatively
Impacts the environment
by creating a dense
canopy and crowding out
native species. It also
contributes to soil erosion
on stream banks. Dermal
injuries to birds and
animals have also been
reported.

*It is illegal to propagate,
sell or transport this
plant within the
Commonwealth.

Suspected Means of
Introduction: Giant
hogweed was
introduced from

Eurasia around 1917 for
use as an ornamental
plant.
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Glant
Hogweed

Heracleum mantegazzianum

Description: Giant hogweed is a biennial or perennial herbaceous
plant in the carrot family land grows to be 15 to 20 feet in height. It has
stout, hollow, dark reddish-purple stems and spotted leaf stalks, which
both produce sturdy bristles. The compound leaves, with three leaflets,
may expand to five feet across. It flowers from mid-June to mid-July
and then produces large, flat, elliptic, dry seeds (approximately 1,500
seeds per flower head). The white flowers are on a large
umbrella-shaped head that can be up to 2 ¥ feet in diameter.



