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Impacts:
Japanese honeysuckle
spreads vigorously and
out-competes native plant
species because of its
advantage of being
evergreen-like. This
twisting vine has the
capability of killing
smothering trees and
shrubs. Very few natural

enemies exist in the U.S.
to help control the plant.

Suspected Means of
Introduction:  Japanese
honeysuckle was
introduced to the U.S. in
the early-to-mid-1800's as
an ornamental plant, for
erosion control, and for
wildlife forage and cover.
People enjoyed the
flowers for the sweet
honey-flavored nectar.

BioBullies

Japanese
Honeysuckle

Lonicera japopica

Description:  Japanese honeysuckle, which is found in the more
southern habitats, is an evergreen-like perennial vine that climbs
shrubs and small trees. Leaves are oblong to oval, sometimes lobed
and occur in pairs along the stem. The fragrant flowers are tube like,
with five white-to-pink petals, and occur in pairs along the stem. The
stems and leaves are sometimes covered with fine, soft hairs.
Japanese honeysuckle blooms from late April through July and
sometimes into October, depending on the location. The black fruits
generally appear in the fall and are easily distinguished from the
red-to-orange fruits of the native-vining honeysuckle.



