
 BioBullies  

Impacts:  
Japanese knotweed 
spreads quickly to form 
dense thickets that       
exclude native vegetation 
and greatly alter natural 
ecosystems.  It poses a    
significant threat to      
riparian areas, where it 
can survive severe floods 
and is able to rapidly 
colonize scoured shores 
and islands.  Once               
established, populations 
are extremely persistent.  

Description:  Japanese knotweed is a dense growing herbaceous    
perennial, reaching heights over 10 feet. The semi-woody stem is     
hollow and has enlarged nodes, making it resemble bamboo.  It is     
recognized by its extremely dense growth form, often occurring in large 
monocultures.  It has large, alternate, dark-green leaves and panicles 
of minute, white flowers. Although leaf size may vary, they are normally 
about 6 inches long by 3 to 4 inches wide and can be broadly oval to 
somewhat triangular and pointed at the tip. The minute, greenish-white 
flowers occur in attractive, branched sprays in mid to late summer and 
are followed soon after by small, winged fruits. Knotweed is one of the 
few invasives to bloom so late into the growing season.  
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Suspected Means of         
Introduction:          
Japanese knotweed was 
probably introduced to 
the U.S. in the late 
1800's.  It was first      
introduced as an          
ornamental and has also 
been used for erosion 
control and for          
landscape screening.  


