
 BioBullies  

Impacts:  
Japanese stiltgrass is  
especially well adapted to 
low light conditions. It 
threatens native plants 
and natural habitats in 
open to shady, and moist 
to dry locations. Stiltgrass 
spreads to form extensive 
patches, displacing native 
species that are not able 
to compete with it.      
Stiltgrass may impact 
other plants by altering 
soil chemistry.  

Description:  Japanese stiltgrass is a delicate bambooïlike, sprawling,      
annual grass that is ½ to 3 feet in height.  It is recognized by the pale 
green   alternate leaves, which are short, flat, and lance-shaped with off
-center veins. The leaves are about 3 inches long and have a silvery 
stripe of hairs down the middle of the upper leaf surface.  Delicate   
flowers emerge from the tips starting in late summer and continuing into 
fall.  Seeds persist through the fall.  

Japanese 

Stiltgrass  

Microstegium vinineum  

Suspected Means of         
Introduction:               
First   documented in 
Tennessee around 1919,     
stiltgrass may have     
accidentally escaped as 
a result of its use as a 
packing material for        
porcelain.  


