
 BioBullies  

Impacts:  Kudzu kills or 
damages other plants by 
smothering them under a 
solid blanket of leaves, by 
girdling woody stems and 
tree trunks, and by    
breaking branches or    
uprooting entire trees and 
shrubs through the sheer 
force of its weight. Once 
established, Kudzu plants 
grow rapidly, extending as 
much as 60 feet per     
season at a rate of about 
one foot per day.  

Description:  Kudzu is a climbing deciduous vine capable of reaching 
lengths of over 100 feet. Kudzu is easily identified when it grows in a 
large dense mat of vines, its usual growth form. Kudzu has three-parted 
leaves with large broad leaflets, up to 4 inches wide.  The vines are 
woody and can be up to 10 inches in diameter.  Stems are yellow-green 
with fine golden hairs.  It produces slender clusters of pea-like flowers 
in groups of two or three that occur from raised nodes spiraling up the 
stem.  Seeds are in dry, flattened legume pods. 

Kudzu  

Pueraria montana  

Suspected Means of         
Introduction:    Native to 
Asia, Kudzu was first     
introduced into America in 
1876 at the Philadelphia 
Centennial Exposition.  It 
was widely planted 
throughout the eastern 
United States in an        
attempt to control erosion. 

*It is illegal to propagate, 
sell or transport this 
plant within the                          
Commonwealth.  


