
 BioBullies  

Impacts:  
Mile-a-minute grows    
rapidly and covers other 
plants limiting their ability 
to photosynthesize, 
weakening the plant and                    
eventually killing it.  It is a 
detrimental threat to       
forest regeneration and 
recreation.  

Description:  Mile-a-minute is an herbaceous, annual training vine that 
invades disturbed areas in Oregon and portions of the northeastern 
United States. The delicate stems are reddish with hooks and circular 
leafy structures called ocreae. The alternate leaves are triangular, light 
green, and barbed on the undersurface.  Small, white, inconspicuous 
flowers arise from the ocreae.  Fruits are metallic blue and segmented 
with each segment containing a single black or reddish black seed.  

Mile -a-Minute  

Persicaria perfoliata  

Suspected Means of         
Introduction:               
The first records of       
mile-a-minute in North 
America  occurred in     
Oregon and Maryland, 
but these  populations did 
not become established.  
A successful population 
was established when it 
was introduced to a    
nursery in York County, 
PA in the 1930s.  The 
plant first occurred at the 
nursery when holly seeds 
from Japan were planted 
and mile-a-minute came 
up with it.  


