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Impacts: This plant is
extremely aggressive and
prolific and can form
impenetrable thickets that
exclude native
vegetation. Itis capable
of tolerating a wide range
of conditions and
invading a variety of
habitats.

*It is illegal to propagate,
sell or transport this
plant within the
Commonwealth.

Suspected Means of
Introduction:  Multiflora
rose was introduced to
the US from Asia in 1866
as rootstock for
ornamental roses. Since
then it has been used as
a livestock barrier, a
crash barrier on
highways, and as cover
for wildlife. Itis now
recognized as a problem
due to its tenacious and
unstoppable growth habit.

BioBullies

Multiflora
Rose

Rosa multiflora

Description:  Multiflora rose is a thorny perennial shrub with arching
stems and leaves divided into 5 to 11 leaflets. There are small, fringed
structures at the base of each leaf stalk called stipules. These stipules
are the distinguishing feature that determines whether the plant is
native or invasive. Beginning in May or June, showy, white to pink
flowers, each about an inch in diameter, appear on the plant. During
the summer, it will develop small, bright-red fruits, or rose hips. These
hips become leathery and remain on the plant through winter.



