
BioBullies  

Impacts:   Purple              
loosestrife adapts to            
natural and disturbed            
wetlands where it         out
-competes and         re-
places native grasses, 
sedges, and other         
lowering plants that       
provide a higher  quality 
source of nutrition for   
wildlife. Purple loosestrife 
is able to form dense,    
homogeneous stands that 
restrict native wetland 
plant species and reduce 
habitat for waterfowl.  

Description:   Purple loosestrife is an erect perennial, herbaceous 
plant in the loosestrife family.  Mature plants can have 1 to 50      
branching square stems giving it a bushy or woody appearance.  The 
leaves are opposite or whorled, lance-like and are rounded at the base.  
It flowers from June to September.  The flowers are magenta and have 
5 to 7 petals each.     

Purple 

Loosestrife  

Lythrum salicaria  

Suspected Means of         
Introduction:  Purple 
loosestrife was introduced 
to the northeastern U.S. 
and Canada in the 1800ôs, 
for ornamental and        
medicinal uses.  It is still 
widely sold as an            
ornamental, except in 
states where regulations 
now prohibit its sale,       
purchase, and distribution    
 such as PA.   

*It is illegal to propagate, 
sell or transport this plant 
within the                          
Commonwealth.  


