
 BioBullies  

Impacts:   Spotted    
knapweed infests a      
variety of natural habitats, 
including barrens, fields, 
forests, prairies,       
meadows, pastures, and 
rangelands.  It              
out-competes native plant       
species, reduces native 
plant diversity, and       
decreases forage for   
livestock and wildlife.  
Spotted knapweed may 
also degrade soil and  
water resources, because 
its root system increases   
erosion, surface runoff, 
and sedimentation in 
nearby streams.   

Description:  Spotted knapweed is a biennial plant that can reach 
heights of 50 inches.  The deeply lobed leaves are 8 inches long by 2 
inches wide, with lobes widening towards the tip.  Flowers bloom from 
June to October, and are typically purple to pink in color, though they 
can be white as well.  The oval shaped flower heads can be single or 
borne in clusters of 2 to 3 at the branch ends and can be up to 1 inch in 
diameter.  When closed, the flower heads are surrounded by stiff,   
black-tipped, green brackets with fringed ends.   

Spotted 

Knapweed  

Centaurea biebersteinii  

Suspected Means of         
Introduction:            
Spotted knapweed was 
introduced to North 
America from Eurasia as 
a contaminant in seed 
and from soil discarded 
by ships.   


