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Impacts: Tree-of-heaven
is a prolific seed
producer, grows rapidly,
and can overrun native
vegetation. Once
established, it can quickly
take over a site and form
an impenetrable thicket.
These trees also produce
toxins that prevent the
establishment of other
plant species.

Suspected Means of
Introduction:
Tree-of-heaven was first
introduced to America in
1784 by a gardener in
Philadelphia, PA, and by
1840, was commonly
available from

nurseries. The species
was also brought into
California by the Chinese
who came to California
during the gold rush in
the mid- 1V

BioBullies

Tree -of -
heaven

Allanthus altissima

Description: Tree-of-heaven is a rapidly growing small tree but can
reach up to 80 feet in height and 6 feet in diameter. It has pinnately
compound leaves that are 1 to 4 feet in length with 11 to 25 leaflets.
Each leaflet has one to several glandular teeth near the base. It has
smooth stems with pale, gray, bark, and twigs that are light chestnut
brown, especially in the dormant season. In late spring, clusters of
small, yellow-green flowers appear near the tips of branches. Seeds
are produced on female trees in late summer to early fall, in flat,
twisted, papery structures called samaras, which may remain on the
trees for long periods of time. All parts of the tree have a strong odor,
resembling rancid peanut butter or cat urine.



