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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

UPDATED: November 15, 2010

Contact: Kristin Sewak, Executive Director

Phone: (814) 534-0204; Email: ksewak@naturalbiodiversity.org
Organization Benefits Regional Ecosystems
Johnstown – A decade ago, Natural Biodiversity began as a program dedicated to combating and preventing invasive “weed” plants and non-indigenous species into the South Western Pennsylvania landscape. Natural Biodiversity is now an open membership non-profit organization whose mission is to work with our region’s citizens to accomplish widespread stewardship of our landscape biodiversity, the life that supports us all, our native wildlife, and our economy.

This is a special year for Natural Biodiversity, as we’re celebrating our program’s 10th Anniversary, our Founding as a non-profit corporation, and new staff members, funding, and office location. We recently elected three new Board Members and obtained 38 Founding Members during our 1st annual meeting, which took place on October 27th at our office in The Russell House, 538 Park Avenue, in Johnstown. New Directors include William Gleason Barbin, Esquire, Partner, Gleason, McQuillan, Barbin & Markovitz LLP; Allison Felix, MS, Director of St. Francis University’s Science Outreach Center; and Daimon Lawrence, MS, Director of Marketing, CJL Engineering.

Natural Biodiversity hopes to gain over 100 more Founding Members by the end of the year. The individual 2011 membership fee is $25, and various levels are available for students, families, and businesses. Founding Members will be recognized within our 2010 annual report, be provided with our monthly e-newsletter The Leaflet, and other membership benefits, such as free admission to Natural Biodiversity events and help with personal stewardship efforts.

According to Kristin Sewak, Executive Director, “Seventy percent of Pennsylvania is privately owned, so all of our individual actions make a difference. Natural Biodiversity is not a land conservancy, but rather a force for citizen-driven stewardship through the generations. We all want to be proud of what we pass on to our children. We need your help building this important organization, so consider joining today.”  

People can join and support Natural Biodiversity in many ways, from shopping online for “holiday gifts that give back” via www.iGive.com/bio, to attending one of our year-end fundraising events, the first of which is a Pampered Chef cooking party on December 8th, from 7-9pm. RSVP is required by Dec. 3rd. Twenty-six percent of sales from the night and the month-long fundraiser will benefit our new organization. See our website, www.naturalbiodiversity.org/news.shtml , for details on how to join and get involved.                                                                ###

Editor’s Note: Headshots and biographies of Natural Biodiversity’s new board members and Executive Director, and images of The Russell House, are available.
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